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5 a time When the profana- 
| tion of the Sabbath has called 
forth the attention of our Legiſla- 
ters, it appears to be the duty of 
every well-wiſher to the cauſe which 
they have in hand, to bear his teſti- 
mony, however inconſiderable, to 
the wiſdom and propriety of their 
endeavours. And therefore, not diſ- 
couraged by much more able per- 
formances in the ſame way, I ven- 


ture, under the ſanction of that re- 
| queſt, 


. 
queſt, with whieh you honoured me 
at the time when this plain ſermon 
was preached, thus publicly to de- 
clare my ſentiments, concerning che 


i 0 hare) og * Chriſtian 
| Sabbath. 1 $1 4 


— 


Vou could have no other mot 
for doing me ſo much honour, but 
an idea, that a diſcourſe on this ſub- 


jet. might be of ſome ſervice to the 


cauſe of Chriſtianity at large, and 
perhaps to the younger part of the 
| Univerſity i in . 2 8 


as 7 * 


If the publication of it Kiould an- 
ſwer any good purpoſe whatſoever, ; 
it W give the trueſt nnen, to 
Gentlemen, e de eee 
| \ Four reſpectful EY very 
=. obedient humble 6 
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7 2 Jeep my  Sabbaths, hd reverence my 
ba Sanctuary 451 an the LoRD. 
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I argues a diſpoſition very friendly to re- 
4 ligion, when its profeſſors conſider it as 

a point of duty to treat every thing relating 
to it with becoming reverence; © Whether 
any favourable concluſions may be drawn | 
from the practice of modern Chriſtians in 
this reſpect, is a ſubje&t upon which I do 
not think it neceſſary to enter at preſent. 1 
had rather direct your thoughts to the con- 
ation of the duty, which the text enjoins, 


and which | it enforces by that ſolemn admo- 


B nition, 


| Ge] 

nition, I am the LoxD: I am that jealous 
Bow, who. cannot behold my ſanctuary diſ- 
honoured, or my holy day 20 is with an 
"2 of indifference « or non. 


* hall keep my Sobbaths, 1 lupe my 
Ou * am b Lond, 90 it BH 


Aint us liſten to 4 voice of our Qrentor, | 
appearing, as it were, in perſon, to vindicate 
the honour of his own: inſtitutions; and 
making himſelf known to us by that great 
name, JEHoV AH, which Ml the hoſt of 
heaven with the * veneration adore: =» 


The Jer ee of the Sabbath! in 
Paradiſe The reference to it in tlie fourth 
commandment, in which Gop calls to the 
rementbrance* of his people that facred or- 
dinance of Heaven, requiring them to fanc- 
 tify, in a peeuliar manner, the day which he 
had ſet apart for himfelf,—The change which 
it hath undergone in the Chriſtian dif} penſa- 
tion, ae "ty me em for un 
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change have all been ſo frequently m tte 
ſubject of diſcourſe, and muſt ſo a have 
engaged your on particular conſideration, 
as to leave nothing new to be ſuggeſted by 
me on this head: my duty, on the preſent 
oOccaſion, ſeems rather to remind you of what | 
you have ſo often heard or read, and to ftir- : 
up gour nds by way of eee, 6 


1 1 — ; 


The as dich 1 Ave 3 158 this: 
diſcourſe, will lead me to ſhew, when. the 
Sabbath is duly kept, or ſanctified; and when 
it is ;profaned ꝛcben the ſanctuary is reve- 
renced, and W it is a with con- 
tempt. | 


God, is to make men holy in this life, in 
order to their eternal happineſs in a better. 
But the expediency and neceſſity of this com- 

mandment, in particular, are founded on the 

experience of human weakneſs; which re- 
quires, that our attention ſhould be fre- 
quently withdrawn from the objects of ſenſe, 
and raiſed to thoſe of a more ſublime and 
heavenly nature. Inſomuch, that it is very 
lane to ho doubted, that even the appearance. 
Ep TO RE Carb of 


4] 
of teligion amongR us, would ſoon be ut- 


terly loſt; were it not for the as mes and 


Danger of this 


ſtitutions of E 


à delight 5 and welcome its return, as one of 


their whole life. But, alas! the torrent Fa 
too evidently taken a contra 


are, (and Go ann chat theie 


not oppoſe their on will to a 
mand of Go D: who dare not tick at thei in- 
and treat them and 
their author with profane contempt. Many, 
I' hope, are to be found, who call the Sabbath: 


the moſt intereſting and important days of 


' courſe; w_ 


- multitudes are carried down by its violence, 


x 


againſt the dictates of the goſpel, and even 
againſt the cone 


ons of their own mind. 
such is the prevalence” of cuſtom,” when it 


unhappily coincides wich e our naturab — 
clination to that v c. 


0 17 $75; . Wd | 
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e va rious mern 


* 
* 
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8 which; 


Chriſtians! (in name at leaſt) vallow them 
ſelves to entertain concerning this holy day; 
and amidſt the various inſtances of profana- 
tion, which every where abound; many, as 
Thore jut now: ohſervad, 1 doubt hotl are; 
2 | 8 5 4 i to 


number may daily be — wits 4. 
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[5] Bel 
to be found, who welcome the return of : 
every Sabbath; not merely as a day of reſt | 
from ordinary concerns, but chiefly. as a 
day ſet apart for a buſineſs of the moſt in- 
tereſting and important nature: 7518, ſaith 
the faithful ſervant of Go, ibis is ibe day, 
which the Lok p bath made ;. I will rejoice 
and be glad therein: He does not think him-- 
ſelf at liberty to welcome its return in the 
language of the ſiuggard, with © A Uirtie bs 
more fleep, a little more Number, a little 

© more folding of the hands to fleep.” On the 
_ contrary, reflecting on the importance of 
the work before him, he riſes to his duty 
; with a ſprightlineſs only to be exceeded by 
that of the ſun, when it goeth forth from 
the chambers of the morning, eta as. 4 
e to rum bis N 


His firſt Rebar we may fippoſs an” 
vd by a general view of the duties of the fol- 
lowing day. He conſiders the purpoſes for 
which it was appointed, and as far as he is 
concerned, he- determines to render it con- 
ducive to the great deſign of his ſanctifica- 
tion and growth in grace. He prepares 
en, for the public worſhip of Go p, by 


previous 


{36.4 
previous meditation: and by prayer for 
| 416 99) 5 bim in he he is deut to 


. on L 1 once **. = 5 5 
fiberty to, ſuppoſe. ſuch an obſerver of the 
Sabbath, as I would wiſh to propoſe to 
your imitation, to be a member of our own 
moſt pure and apoſtolical Church, which in 
_ doctrines, in i its government, and its oy 
vices, we eſteem to be moſt nearly conform- 
ed to the precepts of ſcripture, the direc- 
tions of Chriſt, the practice of the Apoſtles, 
and of Chriſtians in the wt 2d. nib ages | 
| of the S 


wife c bs „ 1 4 1 By 
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We 3 1. then, as conſtantly "> 
poſed and prepared to preſent. his perſon and, 
his prayers before the Throne of Grace, in 

that form and manner, which our Church 
75 preſcribes, and which, 1 it would be very need- 


leis in this place to undertake; to prove, are 


both conſiſtent with ſound wiſdom, and con- 
ducive to the advancement of true piety. He 
Heh. liſtens with attention to the exbortation with 

2 which the ſervice FW; ; he 22 and Pr 


\Fucceeds 


e tt; (4. 5 
fücceeds it; he hears, and thankfully ac- 
cepts the gracious declaration of pardon and 
abſolution, which the miniſter of Gop is em- 
powered and commanded to pronounce to 
all that truly repent, believe in, and obey 
the Goſpel. He approaches the mercy-ſeat 
with more than ordinary confidence, when 
he addreſſes it in that form of words, which 
infinite wiſdom dictated on earth, and infinite 
erer 0 WHT t men r ib rag BELT 


- Theſe ks cenßders as a Becky intro- 
duction to the more enlivened employment 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, for which he is 
then beſt qualified, when he views himſelf as 
raiſed from the humiliating circumſtances of 
one, that, without the Divine Favour, is 
poor and miſerable, and Blind, and naked: The 
melody therefore of the P/alms moſt proper- 
ly ſucceeds, to lead him into a train of pleaſ- 
img reflections on the mercy of GOD. After 

which, he is prepared to liſten to Go p him- 
ſelf, vouchſafing to inſtru him in the 
kfſens of holy ſcripture. Theſe he endeavours 
to TORY in an e and * te pony 


0 mee the divine precepts into Practice: 
bf) HHH -» 


1.4. Þ-/ 
| after which, his thankſgiving is renewed, and 
his voice is again attuned to the praiſes. of 


Gon. Indeed this interchange of Prayer, 1 


of reading the ſcriptures, and giving of 


thanks, may be conſidered as one of the j 


many excellencies of our liturgy : and if the 
length of our ſervice; thus happily diverſified, 
he a Tales. of mie eee the mem + * 
| 8 er it neceſſary as unite n a Bi 
three ſervices together. For in vain er * 
We hope for their APPearance as often as 
each ſeparate | ſervice would require, where 
their attendance only on the morning and 
evening ſacrifice is ſo difficult, if not impoſ—- 
ſible, to be obtained: nevertheleſs, the ſer- 
vant of Gon, whom we have been deſcrib- 
ing, never ſuppoſes the Sabbath to be kept 
holy, unleſs both the morning and evening 
ſervice be frequented ;- he never can think 
bm ee den prevented by di * 


well . chat a peculiar — ons 11 
in ſcripture to the evening ſacriſice: and in- 
deed it was very reaſonable. to require, that 
ru . intended for Gop's honour and 


ſervice, 


1'#1 


ſervice, ſhould be begun and ended with 
Gor. It is a better proof, that a 
abſolute unbelicyers, than that we are alto- 
gether ſuch as we ought to be, if we are 
contented with paying half the homage of a 
ſeventh day to nin, in whoſe hands is every 
moment of our time, and at whoſe diſpoſal. 
is every bleſſing of our Lives. Compare this 
eſs of ſentiment with the fervent com 
plaints, and pious breathings of the Pſalmiſt: 
My foul, ſaith he, hath a defire'and longing to 
enter into the Courts of the Lorp ; my heart 
and my feſt Pejoice in the living Go : one 
day in thy Courts, O Lo, 16 better than a 
thouſand elſewhere: I had rather be a door-* 
keeper, rather be admitted to the loweſt fer- 
vice in the Houſe - ann . fo e in the 


tents of: re, 


One nde of £ angular ci | 

I have not yet mentioned, which I conſider 
as eſſential to the due obſervance of the 
Sabbath; and that is, the reception of the 
holy communion, whenever it is adminiſter- 
ed. Far be it from any one to imagine, that 
a frequent celebration of it will leſſen his re- 

verence for this divine inſtitution: be aſſured, 
| . that 


| „ BC 1 5 f 
| that they have the trueſt reverence, both for... 
the ordinance, and for him that appointed 

it, who moſt frequently _—_ it: Kr from 9 57 


failing ſource 'of x ; and x new 


| ; Mowing) it to be 00s A commeme rde * 
Sar! ne edged where 18 our Sratitude 5 | 
ar en, But 1 weden K W be. 
what it really is, an inſtrument of ſupplying 
us with ſpiritual ſtrength and ſupport, where | 
is our regard for our own happineſs and wel- 
| nc Ew n/a; AI 
Ty now, ws a+ (vil of ning 
| and Fagan 23 AP: "pe erfo 
| "Ws Lerne pay: and thou 1 


t 48 } 

ner, 3 as to deſtroy all the effects of o our wel 
gious obſervances in the former part of it. 
Much, leſs can reflect, without abhorrence, 
on thoſe libertine aſſemblies, . which, have 
ned the attention of the 
and which we have ſo much reaſon to 3 
will be ſpeedily and effectually ſuppreſſed. 
Holy meditation and religious converſe, far 
different from the perverſe di iſputings of men - 
of corrupt minds, and. deſtitute,, of the 

truth; ,—viſitingthe: poor and needy—the pro- 
motion of peace, and acts of mercy and be- 
nevolence. will moſt properly fill up the re- 
maining ſpace; and I will venture to add, 
will lay a ſure foundation of at e and 
atisfaction. 


Should we e 01 1 Se, of 
the Sabbath to his cloſet in the evening,. we 
ſhould there behold him reviewing the tranſ- 
actions of the preceding day, recalling to his 
mind the inſtructions which he has received, 
certainly from the word of Gop; and per- 
haps from ſome explanation of it, by the 
mouth of his miniſter. And although this 
latter may not perhaps always afford him 
much uſeful matter of reflection, yet the 


3 8 + r 


C a. word 


: BI 
of Gop is quick and proerful, and 
abundantly profitable for dofirine, and for Fe 
reif nil fir torrelion, and for inflrudtion in 
wx, were; aa a it 18, in hort, an ine xhauſtible 
WM e bret abilities "the e, can 4 
i be urged. as an an excuſe for abſent- 
. 10ns'to be de- 
pulpit in this place: it is no 
perſons who have 
of this matter, to conclude, that 
is made, which'the nature 
of circumſtances will allow : and if your: 
5 Preacher hath” neither wit; nor words, nor 
. | 2 to engage your attention, or 'to- 
1 W ate your a ions, yet muſt it be re- 
5 ; that the RT at eee 
accompli 
7 ne ate 3 and "dt let is the. | 
| ce of truth, even where outward: 
= embelliſhments are are wanting. One thing is: 
| certain, „that no condition, with reſpect to. 
| " he preacher, 0 anne ned to that ſtatute, 
burr 8 ” which, 


ſſmall ſatisfaction from having diſchz 


1 *%% 1 
which requires your attendance at every ſer- 
mon to be preached; and even your continu- 
ance in hearing, from the beginning to the 
end of it: and I am perſuaded, that the con- 
ſcientious obſerver of this ſtatute will feel no 


ged bis 
duty, however he may have failed of the en-- 
tertainment which he wiſhed 155 or the im- 


- „ ich he Wann 


Thus far 1 0 endeavoured 0 to » lien ao" 
your view the picture of the religious ob- 
ſerver of the Sabbath: we have attended him 
through the whole courſe of his religious exer-- 
diſes, and may venture to hope, that his 
prayers and his alms, his devotion and cha- 
rity are aſcended to Heaven, and will be had 
in remembrance before God. Were I now 
to deſcribe the conduct of the profaner of it, 
J could only give you the direct contraſt. In- 
ſtead of the Lokp's day, he fancies it to be 

his own day, to be employed according to his 
own natural propenſity, either in ſloth and 
indolence, under the notion of a day of reſt, 
or in viſits, journies, or impertinent, not to 
ſay, unholy amuſements, under the idea of 
"ou of liberty, to gratify himſelf in any 
0 manner. 


| L 4] By 
manner that he pleaſes. Even from the 
higheſt to the loweſt order of men, it is too 
generally conſidered, as the day, Which we 
Br an uncontroulable right to diſpoſe of 
for ourſelves. The 'politician feels himſelf 
at liberty to relax his attention to the public 
concerns: tlie merchant, by 3 from 
dhe ſcene and hurry of buſineſs, endeavours 
„ to forget his anxiety: the huſbandmsz 
5 draus his hand from the plough-: aid the 
| mechanic / ſuſpends his daily labour: but 
© awhich of theſe accounts it a day to be there- 
por withdrawn from the world, that it may 
be conſecrated unto Gop? On ſome it hangs 
| heavy, like a burthen grievous to be borne; 
whilſt others: welcome its return as a day of 
leiſure for diſſipation, riot, and exceſs. To 
the one it is merely the Sabbath of the o 
or the aſs; while to the other, it is a day of 
more than ordinary defiance both of divine 
and human laws.—But, we 'beſcech thee, 
wifit us not for theſe things, O Loxgp Gop of 
Hoſt; OO TI eee Ja, on 
OO VVV 
i The lawþer part of the ben would lead 


1 ee w de, when be Seay: een re- 
. —__ 


5 mo 2 
| vereneed, and wben it is treated with con- 
ter But this hath already fallen under 
eon iderstion, in our attendance on the de- 
vout Chriſtian to the Houſe of Gos, at every 
return of the Sabbath. He certainly hath 
the trueſt reverence for the Temple and the 
Altar, who viſiteth Both moſt frequently and 
moft devoutly: who haſtens early to the ſer- 
vice, eſteeming no part of it to be ſaperflu- 
ous or unneceſſary; and who, whenever he 
approaches this holy place, is all devotion in 
his prayers, all attention in hearing, all 
gratitude and love in his praiſes to Gop: 
who comes not hither, in compliance with 
form and cuſtom, or to avoid the cenſures 
of others; who beftows not his ſervice gruug- 
ingly, or of neceſſity, well knowing that Gop 
Toveth a chearful giver ; but, on the contrary, 
eſteems it his honour, his privilege, and his 
delight, to preſent himſelf before 'Gop': who 
dares not adopt a levity of behaviour in 
this hallowed place, neither reconcileable with 
piety nor common ſenſe, but addreſſes the 
Majeſty of Heaven with a ſoul as animated, 
with an attention as awakened, with affec- 
tions as warm, and with a heart as devoutly 
| l xed upon Gov, as the frailty of his nature 
i | | will | 


rr 


Lacy 


will permit: Nor let the a berker | 
which he here exhibits be miſconſtrued into 
enthuſiaſtic rapture, or the regard which he 
pays to the ſanctuary of Gop, be termed by a 


facetious conceit, an idolatrous venera- 


£ tion of ſtone . He that reverenceth 


ths altar, reverenceth the Gop to whom all : 


things thereon. are dedicated: and he that re- 


gardeth the temple of the Lox, regardeth | 


him that dwelleth therein, even the Gop that 


beareth prayer, unto whom every knee ſhould 
bow, and "ROY! tongue ſhoukl re . 


1 
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| merry will accept and reward, through the 
merits of His Bleſſed Son: let us then re- 


member, that the Log. bath. GIVEN us the 


Sabbath, and let us not deſpiſe both the Giver | 


and the gift. Let us not by a wilful negli- 


gence, reduce ou rſelves to the fad condition 
of our brethren in another part of the world, 
whoſe temples are defiled, and whoſe altars | 
are. thrown, down, and whoſe daily. ſervice ö 
is aboliſhed. Rather let us unfeignedly re- 


joice in every opportunity of a bleſſed inter- 
courſe with our Maker; and let it be con- 


fidered as a foretaſte. of that bleſſed employ- 0 
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ment, in which we hope to be engaged to 
all eternity ; when, with Angels and Arch- 
angels, amidſt the general aſſembly and 
church of the firſt- born, which are written 
in Heaven, in the ſociety of juſt men made : 
perfect, and in the preſence of God, the | 
Judge of all, we ſhall give glory, and honour, 
and thankſgiving, and praiſe to him that 
fitteth on the throne ; to Jeſus, the mediator 
of the new covenant, and to the eternal Spi- 
1 the eb of the children of GoD. 


To e I have choſen this ſubject 
for your particular conſideration at this time, 
becauſe I look upon the profanation of the 
Sabbath, to be one of our prevailing national 
ſins: and certainly a reformation of manners 
in this, or any other reſpect, can never be 
more ſeaſonably 'begun, than when all our 
Hopes of national proſperity depend on the 
favour and protection of the Lok of hoſts. 
This proſperity can by nothing be ſo effec- 
tually ſecured, as by an increaſe of national 
piety : nor can a reformation ſo much want- 
ed, and ſo ardently deſired, be any where be- 
gun to ſuch advantage, or purſued with ſuch 

99 n op 
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hope of ſucceſs, as in this place. If the ſons 

of the prophets ſhould be found regardleſs of. 
their duty, by what arguments ſhould we: 
prevail with the ignorant and vulgar to at- 

tend to it? If precept and example, inſtruc- 
tion and diſcipline, loſe their influence in our 

religious ſeminaries, actum ef de republicd, 

adlum oft de veritate chriſtiand ; if the fall. 
ſmall voite of religion is not attended to in 

theſe peaceful retreats, in vain muſt we ex- 
pet it will be heard, in the buſy circle of the 
ſons of pleaſure: it has been our diſtinguiſh- 
ed honour, to ſtand forth among the fore- 
moſt, and among the moſt liberal ſupport- 
ers of the civil eſtabliſhment” at this critical 
period: let it alſo be our pride to be con- 
ſidered as the advocates, the friends, and pa- 
trons of our religious conſtitution ; defenders 
of its doctrines, abettors of its | diſcipline, con- 
feſſors of its purity ; and, if the providence” 
of Gop ſhould call us to it, beer, for 
r 5 3 


May i it pleaſe G od, - adorn of his in- 
finite mercy, to pour his grace into our 
hearts, and increaſe in them the true know 
ledge, and fear, and love of his holy name ; 

a a wb that 
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that our imperfect ſervices on earth, may be 
graciouſly accepted in his fight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lox. 


To whom with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, three perſons, and one Gop, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all glory and ho- 
nour and praiſe, world without end. Amen 
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